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	I have a total monthly budget summing up to $1,750. My annual budget is $21,000. I use $1,150 as my house rent monthly, food expenses totaling $300 plus other related expenses from this budget. I spend $ 260 on utilities, and out of this, I set aside $50 to pay for internet costs, $130 for electricity, water, garbage, and heating. The remainder, that is, $80, is what I use for gas expenditure monthly. The figure seems relatively low, but it is feasible since I commute to my place of school and work. 
I divide the food budget into three meals per day. In between, I have some snacks and fruits. I consider my rent to be the only component in my budget that remains constant around the year at $1,150. According to the US Department of Health and Human Services, the estimated poverty line stands at $12,490, and I realized that I live somewhat above it. The gap between the poverty line and my living standard is $8510.
It takes me hard work and sacrifices to maintain my lean budget to cater to all crucial elements. The gap between the poverty line and my living standard translates to nearly $709 every month, approximately two-fifth of my total monthly budget. To go further above the poverty line means that I should trim my budget. First, I can consider cutting the utilities by $110, and secondly, relocating to a cheaper home that can allow me to cut another $450. I would not consider trimming my food bills as it is at the lowest and should always remain healthy by having a healthy diet. Moreover, I am optimistic that I will find a cheaper house, even if in another neighborhood. But, with a possible increase in gas expenditure, I will be guaranteed to have a higher net saving.  
	  

